
 

 
Disclaimer 

 
This article was taken from Residentsline Newsletter No 8, published in Spring 2005. 

 
Whilst Residentsline makes every effort to ensure that the articles included in the Residentsline Newsletter are accurate at the time of going to 
press it is inevitable that, as time goes by and circumstances change, the articles may contain out of date information . Readers are strongly 

urged to check the content of these articles before taking any action that could have legal or financial consequences. 
 

Residentsline provides insurance and associated services to managers of residential properties, be they residents' formed 
associations, professional managing agents or freeholders. Call Us FREE on: 0800 281 235 or visit our web site at 

www.residentsline.co.uk 
 

The Silent Killer 
 
Carbon monoxide fumes are particularly dangerous because they can’t be detected. You cannot see, 
smell or taste the fumes which can kill without warning in a matter of hours. 
CO poisoning can mimic many common illnesses such as flu or even simple tiredness. The key 
symptoms to look out for are drowsiness, headaches, breathlessness and vomiting. 
Carbon monoxide is produced when there isn’t enough air for the complete burning of carbon fuels 
such as gas, oil and coal which causes an excess of poisonous fumes; signs that an appliance may be 
leaking excess carbon monoxide include:  
 

• Yellow or orange flames  
 

• Soot or stains around the appliance  
 

• A pilot light that frequently goes out. 
 
Remember, it is the responsibility of every landlord to have gas appliances maintained by a CORGI 
registered gas inspector and to obtain an annual certificate of maintenance. It is also essential for flues 
and ventilation systems to be installed by CORGI registered competent persons. 
 
 
 


